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PUNCTUATION 
Commas 


A comma is placed before "'and"' and "or'' ina 
simple series: A, B, and C were visible. 

In a compound sentence (one having two or more 
independent clauses complete with subject and predi- 
cate), a comma precedes the coordinate conjunction: 
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uncapitalized. Example: All groups were accorded the 
same treatment. 

If a complete sentence follows a colon, the first 
word is capitalized, but if it is followed by a series 
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ITALICS 
Because the composing machines used by 
Psychonomic Press do not permit the mixing of type 
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Longer technical terms and names of techniques, 
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candlepower 

candles per square meter 
Celsium (centigrade) 
centimeter 

Chapter 


degress Celsium (centigrade) 
degrees Fahrenheit 
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direct current 
electromotive force 
equation 

equations 

farad 

Figure 

Figures 

foot, feet 
foot-Lambert 
frequency modulation 
gram 

hertz (cycles per second) 
hour 
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just noticeable differences 
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kilogram 

kilovolt 

kilowatt 
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liter 
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micromole 
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log 

lm 
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(spell out) 
(spell out) 
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(spell out) 
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mile (spell out) 
miles per hour mph 
milliampere mA 
milligram mg 
millilambert mL 
millileter ml 
millimeter mm 
millimicron (spell out) 
millivolt mV 
minute min 
molar M 

mole (spell out) 
month (spell out) 
number No 

ounce oz 
outside diameter od. 

page Pp. 

pages PP- 

pound lb 

pounds per square inch psi 
revolutions per minute rpm 
roentgen R 

root mean square rms 
second sec 
standard deviation SD 
square sq 
ultraviolet uv 

versus vs 

volt Vv 

week (spell out) 
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SPELLING AND HYPHENATION 

In scientific writing, the hyphen is not used unless 
it serves a useful purpose. Words formerly hyphenated 
are now frequently written as either one word or two 
words (e.g., setup, reaction time). In general, words 
with prefixes such as anti-, re-, semi-, non-, pseudo-, 
quasi-, and un- are written without the hyphen. 

It is correct to hyphenate combinations of nouns or 
of an adjective and a noun used as adjectives. Examples: 
double-blind procedure, higher-threshold receptor. The 
rule may be relaxed when the phrase is common or 
when there is no risk of ambiguity. 


PERIODICAL ABBREVIATIONS 
The abbreviations used for journals generally follow 
the rules employed in the World List of Scientific 
Periodicals. The code employed and examples of 
periodicals commonly listed in psychological journals 
are found in the APA Publication Manual. 
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INFORMATION FOR CONTRIBUTORS 


Only contributions in the general area of experimental 
psychology are considered, but critical or theoretical 
as well as experimental articles may be accepted. 


Articles may be no longer than two published pages. 
Two pages contain 210 to 220 lines, excluding title 
material but depending on length of title, or 50 charac- 
ters and spaces per line or its equivalent in illustrative 
material. References, notes, and legends average 65 
characters and spaces per line. The space occupied 
by illustrations may be calculated by assuming a 
reduction to no more than 3 inches in width, then 
measuring vertical space and allowing six lines for 
each vertical line. The size of lettering and the stroke 
width of lines in illustrations should be large enough 
to be legible after reduction to the appropriate size. 

As far as possible headings should be the standard 
ones used in reporting research and only one degree 
of heading should be used. However, non-standard 
headings and headings of two degrees can be used when 
justified. Each article should be preceded by an abstract 
of 50-75 words. This is set in italics without a heading 
and is followed by the introduction, again without a 
heading. 

Authors should check their manuscripts carefully 
before submission to make certain that they are correct 
in all matters of fact, including references, and will 
not require revision in proof, for revisions will not be 
permitted. Only typographical errors may be changed 
in proof. 

The use of illustrations is encouraged, especially 
where they save overall space. Line drawings are 
preferred over tables, for tables are expensive to 
compose. Tables giving analyses of variance should 
not be used; instead significant results of such analyses 
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should be given at appropriate points in the text (usually 
in parentheses). Tables should be so designed that 
their horizontal width is no more than 65 characters 
and spaces and hence will fit into a single column. 

Standard abbreviations recommended either by the 
Publication Manual of the American Psychological 
Association or by Webster's Collegiate Dictionary 
should be followed. The principal difference between 
these is that APA uses no periods after units except 
those of time, whereas Webster's employs periods 
after all abbreviations of physical units and time. 
Abbreviations of other terms, such as experimenter, 
conditioned stimulus, etc., should be in capital letters 
without periods. 


Authors or their institutions are required to purchase 
a minimum of 100 reprints at a charge of $20. This 
defrays part of the cost of composition and plates, as 
well as the press overrun for reprints. Additional re- 
prints are available at $5 per 100. A purchase of 
reprints is not required for a Comment or a Reply 
that fits into available ''white space,'' but reprints are 
available, when desired, at $5 per 100. 


Publication lag varies between 5 and 10 weeks from 
date of acceptance, although it occasionally runs 
slightly longer when required to smooth the flow of 
editorial and production work. Authors should allow 
2 to 3 weeks after the submission to receive word 
concerning its acceptance and scheduled publication. 
Articles authored or sponsored by established in- 
vestigators with editorial competence are not refereed, 
some are refereed by the editor only, others are sent 
out for refereeing, but in almost every case editorial 
lag is kept under 2 weeks. 
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